The Alberta/Japan Twinned Municipalities Association (A/JTMA) recently held their Annual General Meeting in Whitecourt, Alberta (2009).  Each year, one of the member municipalities host the Annual General Meeting (AGM).  In 2008 the municipality of Barrhead hosted and this year the municipality of Stony Plain will be the host.  The AGM offers the opportunity for networking among the now nineteen member municipalities that spreads from Taber to

Slave Lake.  Twinning municipalities with cities and towns in Japan is exciting, rewarding and most interesting.  Relations that have been established have been ongoing for many years, for example, the first official twinning took place between Jasper and Hakone in 1972 and most recently, (2009)  Didsbury officially twinned with Miki Town.   The A/JTMA supports and encourages twinning relations.  The A/JTMA was established to assist with twinning relations.  Delegation visits, student exchanges, commerce and trade promotion and tourism along with goodwill and friendships all form part of what twinning is all about.

The A/JTMA has a web site (www.ajtma.com)  that provides information regarding the Association and reports on activities and upcoming events of each member municipality.
The A/JTMA Executive were elected at the AGM.   Robert Twerdoclib from Stony Plain joins 
the Executive as the representative of the 2010 hosting municipality.  Diane Harlton (Stony Plain) – Secretary; Edie Yuill (Barrhead) – Treasurer; Ian Duncan (Hinton) Vice President; and Harold Pereverseff (Lethbridge)  - President. 
Anyone interested in the A/JTMA or in Alberta – Japan twinning relations are welcome to contact the Association through web site link.
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                                    2009 – 2010  A/JTMA Executive:  
(L-R)  Ian Duncan,  Diane Harlton,  Harold Pereverseff,  Edie Yuill, Robert Twerdoclib

